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Good News, Bad News
If we review almost any of the papers, magazines, and T.V. programs
using the title “news,” we find story after story of injustice, violence,
cheating, selfishness, and naturally occurring disasters. Anyone
looking for balance between “good news” and “bad news” will not find
it in most of the media. If life were a sum of what is depicted in these
sources, it would hardly be worth living.
The “Good News” is a name often ascribed to the Christian Scriptures,
but not as a negative comparison with the Hebrew Scriptures which
preceded them – those writings also give witness to the love
relationship with God for which we are created. The Good News is a
contrast – and a very powerful one – with “everyday” news.
The daily news changes from day to day – we expect that. The Good
News changes too, but not in the same way, not simply by the
passage of time and events. The Good News of “God with us” is far
more than a set of written texts that report events of long ago; The
Good News is continually lived and manifested by people all over the
world, refreshing believers and non-believers alike, as promoters seek
to build up rather than tear down, and to bring love into situations
where it would not otherwise exist. The Good News is an active force
as it is practiced, not a mere relating of past experiences.
There is relatively little financial profit made from promoting the Good
News as contrasted with the for-profit “everyday” news. While many
people do make a living (and sometimes more than a living) through
various forms of ministry, the Good News is essentially composed of
the lived expressions of our loving relationship with God, and as such,
it is freely offered, and does not depend upon advertisers, stockholders, or owners. As far as we know, those who composed the
Scriptures were not paid for their work, and certainly the stories as we
read or hear them today are intended for our own profit, not that of
any business. The primary motive for sharing lived expressions of the
Good News is the love we have for God and God’s children.
Much of TV “news” is selected and formatted as entertainment, to
satisfy curiosity or to promote political or consumer perspectives more
than to provide socially helpful information. The Good News might
have some entertainment value, but it is primarily about the
experience of humans in our trust and love relationship with God. The
Good News does have a perspective, and certainly promotes a set of

values, but it is oriented primarily towards the interior, spiritual profit
of those who receive it.
The Good News, in written form, contains a balance of views: not only
offering examples of generosity, trust, and love, but of human failures,
and also includes stories and images that reveal the full range of
human emotions. The Good News as lived by those who have a
relationship with the person of Jesus Christ manifest the same balance
in their personal stories and experiences: we are all a mixture of ideals
and values that are only partially internalized and put into practice.
The Good News is not affected by the pressure of being “politically
correct” so as to please one powerful group rather than some other.
The Scriptures “say it like it is,” revealing faults and foibles, sin and
mistakes, as well as deep trust in God, and love for all people. Most of
what is contained in the New Testament is related to direct, saving
encounters with God in Jesus Christ. Those who live according to their
sense of the Good News are out to please God by helping others to
achieve their potential as children of God, not to take one side against
another. In terms of priorities, the Good News trumps politics,
nationalism, and every other “ism.”
The Good News is personal; it is not about generic classes of persons
or natural events separated from their effects upon people whose
purpose in life is ultimately about loving God and neighbor. The
“every-day” news does provide some facts that are worthy of our
attention, but the same information is liable to become “bad news” if it
is not placed in proper perspective through the lens of the Good News.
Much of what we find in the day-to-day news elicits anger and
rejection of others. The Good News puts divisiveness in the proper
context of sin, and offers the unity of God-given humanity as the norm
for judging events. This kind of news seeks not only to inform, but to
guide and lead, to encourage, heal, support, and draw into
community: truly Good News.

